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as in my text, But now are returned, Sc. The fallen 


no commiſſion to gather them; but they ſtray and will 


. 


E 3 


SERMON I. 


On the Saturday. 


L 


1 PETER ii. 25. 


For ye were as ſheep going aſtray ; but are now returned | 
unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of your ſouls, ME. 


 Dam's ſons, as inheritors of their father's folly, - 
are born wanderers; and ever ſince he brake 
over the hedge of God's covenant, into the: 
Devil's common, they are wandering from mountain to 
mountain, having forgotten their reſting place. And 
becaufe'a wandering diſpoſition is natural unto them, 
therefore they cannot return until they be returned, 


angels are left to be miſerable wanderers ; ſo the ſcrip- 
ture repreſents them, wwa/king about going to and fro: 
they are ſtraying wretches, but the great Shepherd has 


ſtray, until they be ſhut up in the pit; they ſtray with= . 
out any ſeeking after them, but Jeſus Chriſt is the Shep- | 
herd of Adam's ſons, ſome of whom are returned to 
him already. : i 
I have ſpoken to theſe words already at ſome length, 
in the hearing of ſeverals that are here, at an occaſion 
of this nature, therefore I ſhall not repeat what I have 
faid, only Ill remind you, that by the ſheep is meant, 
ſtraying and loſt ſinners; by the Shepherd is meant, the 
Lord Jefas Chriſt, he only is the good Shepherd, who 
giveth his life for the ſheep; and by returning unto him 
is meant, believing in him; and, when it is aid, ye 
are returned, this intimates, that it is not in your-pows + 
er to return of yourſelves. ä 
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The doctrine I papa to ſpeak tc to at this: me, 1 
mor ty this, : 


Docr.A41! that are in Chrift are as au and t, 
found and recovered by divine grace. | 


\ have ſpoken to the fraying ſtate, and to whe return 
of the (trays, in ſeveral diſtinctiogs. What 1 would 


4 rains of darkneſs, in a blind ang ignorant ſtate, among 


ing upon the barren mountains of the law; they are 


mean the pollutions of this world. 7 
* hat | would * to ac this time is, 


| F. To 22 the is f 8 out of Chriſt. 
| 1.” The cauſe of their continued ſtraying. a 
1 UI. Of the ſtrays returned unto Chiriſt.. 


_ TY I UE ſhew the 9 of on out of Chriſt, 


we kn, cr 


| Joſt ſtare; 2d!y, A friend]els ſtate. 2dly, A defenccleſs 
| hate. athly, A famiſhing ſtare. I now go on, 

- 5thly, The condition of ſtraying ſinners, is a reſtleſs 
. Poor ſtraying creatures, ye are like the 
filly ſtraying ſheep, ay wandering, and every one thinks 
himſelf ſet at liberty, Jer. v. 6. My people have been as 
en ſheep, they have forgotten their reſting place. Poor 
ttraying ſouls are like the troubled ſea that cannot reſt. 
c. The ſoul of man, as to its natural; make and con- 
ſtitution, can never have ſolid reſt but in the enjoyment 
of God; ſo far as God bath made it capable of an inſi- 
nite good. The ſoul of man fell ont of its reſt, and 
God has condemned it ta a perpetual reſtleſſneſs in theſe 
ref peas. nf, Ia a ſtraying conſcience no reſt for their 
Jouls, becauſe the ſting of guilt galls the heart, Joh 


3 


repeat at this time is, the place where they are ſtraying, 
All the ſons of {dam are ſtraying upon the moun- 


the pleaſures and profits of this world; they are ſtray- 
ſtraying in the miry and marſhy places of the earth, 1 


I entered upon this, and ſhewed yqu it was, 1, 4 
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i? It is true, it may be a long time before the poiſon 


begins to work reſolutely in the mans breaſt; but how; 
ever, ſtraying ſinners can never get it purge ed out, until 
they return to the blood of ſprinkling : but their way is 
to the mountains of the law; they lay themſelyes down 
upon the duſt, to mend and grow better; but bebold 
the curſe coming from it, allows them no reſt: So that 
you ſee, the ſoul can get no reſt until it ger into the 
wounds of a Redeemer. But then, 2dly, It is a reſtleſs 
condition, for a finner can never have his defires fatisfi- 
ed; and what is wanting by lawſul enjoymeut, they en- 
deavour to make up by unlawful. Oſtentimes the poor 
creature thinks he will get reſt in ſuch and ſuch a crea- 
ture-enjoyment, and he comes forward to reſt there- 
on; but behold he meets with a diſappointment, the bed 
1. ſhorter than that he can flretch himfelf thereon, and 
the covering merrower than that he can «wrap himfelf* 


therein. The truth is, the heart can never get ſolids | 


reſt, but in the enjoyment of God in Chriſt; and as 
we were born crying, ſo ye {ball have complaining, and 
diſappointments; ever till you center there: and hence 
it is that the ſoul of man can never get reſt while out 
of Chriſt; it muſt have reſt, and it will have reſt, but 
this reſt cannot be gotten in the creature ; whatever it 
is that they eſſay to lay themſelves down upon, ſtill 
there is a thorn of uneaſineſg, and fo they get up and 
wander again, But then, '* © 

6thly, A ſtraying congition is a periſhing condition ; : 
the ſoul that ig our of Chriſt is like a ſtraying ſheep 1 in 
the wilderneſs full of pits and ſnares, there wolvcs 
and foxes are wandering tor their prey; Deut. xxæxii. 
10. He found bin in a. deſurt land, in the araſte ard 
howling wilderneſs. © Such a creature is in no greater 
hazard of periſhing, than the ſoa] out of Chriſt is. 


Alas ! the world is full of ſnares, you cannot fet down 


a foot any where, but, there is a trap for them; in the 
pleaſanteſt places of the mountains of vanity, ' there are 
lyons dens, and mountains of leopards. In a word, The 
por inner 3 frapiog aces are the Devil's ranging 

Places; 
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116 1 
places ; ; there the roaring lyon ranges about ſeeking 


_avhom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. I may take this 
up in two things. 1. You are ready to periſh, Luke xv. 


17. And when he came to himſelf, he ſaid, How many 


tired ſervants are in my father's houſe, who have bread _ 


enough and ie ſpare ; and I per i/h with hunger] Poor 
ſtraying ſinners, you may make the Hraelite's confeſſion, 
when he offered his baſket of firſt- fruits, An Afyrian 


ready to periſh was my father ; lo is the caſe of every 


foul out of Chriſt: you have not the promiſe of one 
moments {ecurity, you are like David's lamb, in the 
power of the devouring lyon; there is only one thing 
wanting, he hath not yet carried you away to his den; 


Ja. xlix. 24. Shall the prey be ſalen from the mighty, 


er the lawful captive delivered? Therefore, I ſay, 
they are always ready to periſh. But then in the 2d 
2 They ſhall certainly periſh, if they be not return- 

; As ix. 12, Neither js there ſalvation in any 
. Go. 
be carried down to the den of perdition: this is the 
end of a ſtraying ſtate, both by the appointment of 
God, and alſo from the nature of the thing, Mark xvi, 
16. He that believetb not, ſhall be damned, So much 
for the ſtraying (tate and condition you are in, 


| 1. in Pad ſerond place, 1 would offer ſomg of the 


cauſes of your continued ftraying, I ſhall name theſe 


Wo. „ 
1/7, They (tray and {tray on until they be returned; 


beeauſe they are inquifuive of happineſs, and are quite 


blind as to the way that leads to it, Feel. x. 15. The 
lubour of the fooliſh wearteth every one of them, be- 
cauſe he knoweth not how t2 go to the city. Man na- 
turally ſeeks to be Happy and in no caſe does he ceaſe 
to deſire to be ſo; he is conſcious to himſelf, that he is 
not ſelf-ſufficient, and that of neceſſity he muſt fetch 
his happineſs from ſome other without him, Now, man 
naturally knows not God, and the only way to happi- 


15 thrqu 8h our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : hence man goes to 
. the 


Sinners if you be not returned, you ſhall | 


by eleQiog love: 


7 1 

the creature to feek his happineſs ; and the ſoul wanders 
from one to another, meeting with diſappointments at 
all hands, becauſe the foul is empty, and every one 
diſappoints it. | 
- _2dly, They are wild and wilful, and will not return; 
Jobnu v. 10. Ye will not come unto me that ye may have 
life. They like not the reliſh of the green paſture, for 
their natures are quite changed, and nothing but what 
is apreeable to corrupt nature reliſheth with them; and 
ſo ſtraying becomes their choice: they not only cannot 
return, but they will not return; they cannot think to 
be hedged in within God's incloſure; and there is ſuch 
a multitude of things in the world, that every one 
helps another, and they ſcorn to return to Chriſt. 


III. The third thing propoſed, was to ſpeak of the 
returned ſtrays. This is a weighty point, ſeveral things 
in it I cannot reach, time not allowing: what I would 
ſpeak a little to is, How they are returned. Remem- 
ber Sirs, all mankind are ftrays by nature, and re- 
main many days in the pit: many of them are never 
recovered, nor turned back; but, bleſſed be God, ſome 
are returned and recovered out from among the reſt; 


Te were ſometimes going aſtray, but are now returned, 


Sc. The ſubject of our preſent enquiry is, How this 
is effected: we ſhall take it up in tee things. 

In the fr/? place know, that there was from all eter- 
nity a ſolemn tranſaction between the Father and the Son, 
for the recovery of the ſtraying ſheep; a grand deviſe 
ſet on foot by free and undeſerved love: and the Son of 


God was conſtitute as the rightful Shepherd of the re- 


turned ſtrays, and that by the original Owner. Now 
here there are ſome things to be done, „eit on the Fa- 


ther's part, and ſecondly on the part of the Shepherd. 


Now there are two things with reſpe& to the returned 
ſtrays on the Father's part, and that from the date of 


eternity. 


1/2, He marked them ont from eternity for recovery 
I fay, he marked them out from a- 
mong 
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mdpg the teſt of te * for recovery, by free and un- 
deſerved love: he ſet ſo many by, and marked them out, | 
for his own Son; the great Shepherd of the ſheep, Eph, 
li. 3. 4. And that inviſible mark which they carry a- 
bout with them; they can never loſs, in all their ſtray- 
ings and wanderings, however dangerous places they 
go through, and however careleſs they be of them- 
ſelves, 2 Tim. ii. 19. Nevertheleſs the foundation of 
God ſtandeth fare, having this ſeal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are hit. The mark is internal to the party 


marked, and to others; till the ſtrays be returned. But, =” 
2dly, He delivered you over to his Son, the good . 
Shepherd, for recovery; you were delivered over to 1 
him to bring your recovery abour, to begin it, to carry 2 
it on, and to complete it: the Father gave him a right l 
td them; ke made a gift of the ſtrays to the Son, bur- t 
dening him with their recovery; and burdening him C 
with the expence of their recovery. It is true, he 80 
made over à kingdom, but it was to be gathered out | 
of the Devil's fold; he made a gift of a flock, but it 5 
was to be raiſed out of the Devil's ſtrays: the gift had "i 
that burden with it, and none was able to bear it, but 85 
he; Pfal. Ixxxix. 19, Ten ſpaleſt thou in viſion ts ny 
rhy 5015 One, and ſaid, I have laid help on Ine that 5 
Is mighty ; 1 have exalted One choſen out of the people, 57 
So much for the Father's part. But then there is os 
Tomething on the Shepherd's part, and that from eter- 8 
nity alſo: As, | ag 
3/7; He engaged to bring them bak. "Fg 11. "Ip 
compired with ver. 18, The good ſhepherd giveth his IM 
Life for the ſheep. Noman taketh it from me, &c. Jul- 8 
rice had a claim againſt the ſtrays marked out for reco- EY | 
very, as well as againſt the reſt of the ſtrays ; becauſe 4 
they had broken over God's incloſare, in the loins of wa 
Adam; and by breaking over the hedge and incloſure, Ss 
they are out of acceſs to return. "Juſtice demanded Carl 
them to be hunted, purſued, and flain wherever they e 
could be found, as they were runaways from their My 


cout Lord and Owner ; and without 77 - ſhedding 
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97 Hord there was no remiſion of fin; then ſays the 
Shepherd, Stop juſtice, hold thy hand; 1 will lay down 
my life for oe ſtrayed ſheep, thoſe whom my Father 
hath given me; 1 will make up the gap in the hedges 
of the inclofure, which they have made down; I will 
be unden purſued; and flain inſtead of the poor 
ſtrays ; P/al. xl. 7. Sacrifice and offering thou wouldſ# 
mat : Then ſaid 1; Le, I come. He engaged to bring back 
the ſtray'd ſheep; John x. 16. And other jheep 1 have, 
which are not of this fold, them I ruſt bring back. Re- 
mark the expreſhon; them I muft bring back : There lay 
an engagement upon him to bring them back ; the poor 
ſtrays, though acceſs be purchaſed to them, yet they can- 
not return: they cannot come back, they are ſo fond on 
the mountains of vanity they cannot come back, and ſo 
they will ever ſtray on endleſly; and therefore Jeſus 
Chriſt the great Shepherd engaged to bring them back: 
So much for the firſt thing. 
 2dly, In the fulneſs of time, Jeſus Chriſt the good 
Shepherd, purchaſed the life and return of the, ſtrays 
by his own doing and dyifig for them; the good Shep- 
herd Jaid down his life for- the ſheep, according to 
the eternal compact. The word was given, Zech. xiii: =_ 
11.' Awake, © ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, againſt | = 
bim that is my fcllow ; and then juſtice purſued him from - 
the cradle to the grave, and did not leave him, till it MW 
brought him to the duſt of death. The Shepherd ſtood _— 
in the gap the (trays had made in the firlt inclolure, = 
namely, the covenant of works; and for the making = 
it up, two things was demanded, and he anſwered in 
both, 97g. obedience and ſuffering, both which wag 
peceſſury to the making up the hedge the ſtrays had 
broken down. The waters of the curſe, a flood of wrath, 
which would have ſwept all the {trays away before it for 
evermote, brake out at the gap, it overflowed him, 
ſunk into his very ſonl; even to the very laſt drop; but 
they wete all ſwallowed up in him, becauſe of the ex- 
7 cellency of him that ſtood in the gap, to make up the 
breach; Thus much for the /econd thing, cs. His, 
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procuring the life and return of the ſtrays, in the fulneſs 
of time. e 5 8 

3dly, In the time of life, he by the ſtrength of his 
Holy Spirit, and the influences of divine grace, ac- 
tually returns the ſtrays, and brings them back from 
the mountains of vanity, and brings them home to God 
the righteous owner, into the incloſure of the ſecond "IP 
covenant, and into God's flock. And here there are f 
F 

t 


four or ſive things remarkable, 

1. The Shepherd's voice is heard upon the moun- 
tains, calling them to return; Ia. hi. 7. How beauti- 
ul upon the mountains are the feet of him that bring- 

eib good tidings, &c. The goſpel of peace ſounds their 
ears, in order to bring them back to take hold of God's 
covenant, and to return to the Shepherd. And the 

Shepherd ſeeks them out of whatever corner of the 
world they be in; and his voice is heard, which is not 
heard in other places of the world. But alas! the poor 
ſtraying ſheep, they care not for the Shepherd's voice, 

they will not return; and ſo they ſtray on: Hoſ. xi. 17. 

My people are bent to back/liding from me. 
2. The Shepherd hunts and purſues the ſtrays, that 

they can get no reſt until they return; Cal. iii. 24. 

Wherefore the law was our ſchool-maſter to bring us un- 

4% Chriſt, Theſe ſame ſtrays, when they were going 

at eaſe, among the the reſt of the Devil's ſtrays, be- 

fore ever they be aware; an awakened conſcience js ſet 
upon them, and they are pricked at the heart. 

3. A ſpirit of bondage ſeizes upon them, and they 

are afraid at the lyons dens, and mountains of the le- 

»opards; where before they trariſverſed among the 


ſtrays, now they run for their life, with a ſad heart, 
about the mountains of vanity, the marſhy plates and for 
pollutions of the world; juſt becauſe they can get them Li 
brooked no longer, at any tolerable eaſe : But go they WW wh; 
on to the Shepherd ? No, no; that is the laſt ſhift they by 
will take, and when they can do no otherwiſe; but 0 
they run to the barren mountains of the law, and here and 


the ſtrays fall a-working for their life; and ſometimes fad 
they get {ome ſkulking holes of eaſe. =. 


Wi. - 

4. The chaſe is begun again, and they can get no 
eaſe, let them travel all the parts of the mountains, 
they are ay frighted away ; and the Shepherd of their 
| ſouls, in mercy to their ſouls, makes the ſtraying places 
too hot for them ; and in this caſe, what ſhould come 
of them, but that they ſhould either be ſtruck through 
with torment, or enter into deſpair; or reſolutely go 
back to the mountains of vanity, and marſhy places and 
pollytions'of the world again, and make the beſt of them 
ey can,- | | a: 

5. They come towards the incloſure, even the bleſſed 
covenant of grace, by the powerful voice of the good 


_ Shepherd of their ſouls, weary and heavy laden with 
d's their long and tedious journey on the barren mountains 
the 2 of the law; Come unto me all ye that labour and are 
the WY heavy laden, and I will give you reſt to your ſouls: 
not Now this is an alluring ſweetneſs to ſouls, when they 
AY are ready to ſay of the Shepherd and his voice, as in the 
ce, 


45th P/alm, Thou are fairer than the ſons of men. 
And becauſe they are in yiew of the new incloſure, 
their ſouls cry out within them, Thou art more glori- 


hat ous than the mountains of vanity ! And fo the power- 
24. ful voice of the Shepherd makes them villing to return; 
ans A willing people ſhall come unto thee in the day of thy 


power, Thus the day of power makes them willing 


b to be brought under the Shepherd's hand. Alas! What 
let BF ſhould come of them, their weak and trembling legs are 
not able to come to him, and ſo they lay themſelves 
they WH down at the door of the ſheep-fold, at that paſs, ſay- 
4. ing, Turn thou me, and 1 ſhall be turned, for thou art 
the WF the Lord my God. : 
art, | 6. But in the ſixth and Jaſt place, the Shepherd puts 
and forth his hand and draws them within the incloſure; 
them Luke xv. 3. 5. Chriſt communicates of his Spirit to them, 
they which is a Spirit of grace, and ſo they come to Chriſt 
they by a day of his power; and by Jeſus Chriſt they come 
but to the Father. So much how the ſtrays are returned, 
here and now I go on to the application of what has been 


times faid : and firit a word to unconverted finners. who ate 
B 2 ltrayings 


x ? 


| # * 12 LY 
ſraving to this Gay; and next a word to the returyed 
ſtrays. 
- Firft to ud ſingers i it ſays two things. 


1/, Your ſtate ig cerfainly dangerous; O that you 


would ſee and believe it in time; poor ſinners, young 
tirayers, and old ſtrayers that are yet out of Chritt, 


that have ſtrayed away from God; if you knew your con- 


dition, you woyld fee it to be a loſt condition, a friend- 
leſs condition, a famithing condition,” a reſtleſs and a 


periſhing condition. What ſecurity can you have for 4 
moment's ſafety? thou art every moment in hazard of 


falling into the pit, and of falling a ſacrifice ta vindie- 
tive juſtice, and ready to be a prey to the devourer of 
fouls; and to be let fall into the bottomlets pit, if you 
de not recovercd and returned. But, 

2dly, This day there is ground of hope to you; this 
doctrine affords two of them.' 1. It holds forth to you, that 
however far you have ſtrayed from God, the great Shep- 
herd- can bring vou in: you may be recovered by di- 
vine grace. All that are now within the ſheep- fold, 


within God's incloſure, feeding upon the green paſtures, 
Vere once ſtrays as well as you, Sometime a-day, they 


were ſcattered abroad upon the Devil's common, even as 
you are: and dves not · chat ſay there is hope concern- 
ing your cafe. Look to the ſaints on earth, behold 


them, all glorious; with the mark of holineſs upon 


them, in compariſon of the reſt of the world: Ay, but 
they were all brought from among the ſtrays. Look vp 
to the holy hill of God, to the ſaints in glory; and for 
as bright as they are ſparkling this day, yhey- wete once 
among the Devil's ſtrays; they were opce ill favoured 


and lean creatures as well as you; wandering among 


the mirry and matiſh places of the earth; but they 
were helped out 'and returned by divine grace. But 
then, 2. No thanks to themſelves tliar they are return- 


ad ; they were all healed and recovered by divine grace : 


they would have ſtrayed on to everlaſting deſtrue- 


dien, among the reſt of the ſtraying world: But thanks 
. 10 tree and {oy ereign grace, that peat and effica: 


* 


ciouſ] y 


y 
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eiouſly wrought the recovery, Remember, irs, Tit, 


iii. 5, Not by works of righteouſneſs aich We have 


done, but according ta his mercy be ſaved us, &c. My 
beloved, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has nat done all his 
work yet, as to the bringing up of the ſtrays from the 
pit into which they are fallen: No, for the cord is this 
day hanging down to the pit of fin and miſery, where 
the ſinners are this day lying; and they are called 
to take hold on it: O then take hold of the cord, and 
lire: He is carrying on the work, Sirs; but alas! it 


goes but ſlowly on in our day; el ii. 32. Aud it hall 
come to paſs that whoſoever Jhall call upon the name f 


\the Lord ſhall be delivered: for in mount Lion and in 


Ferufalem ſhall be deliverance: and on the Lord hall 


all call, But there are two or three 05; retions, that 
{traying ſinners make, which I will ere 

OBJECT, I. I have ſtrayed fa away, there is no hope 
of my recovery. 

Axs. Many have ſtrayed as far, and yet were 
brought back; 2 Cor. va. 9. Be net deceived, neither 
fornicgtors, ner adultererr, por idolaters, Se. ver. 
II. And ſuch were ſome of yeu ; but you are waſhed, 
but you are fanttified, but gen are juſtified in the name 
of the Lord Feſus Chrifs, and by the Spirit of God. 


And put the caſe, theſe had never ſtrayed ſo far as you, 


yet the blopd of Chriſt is of infinite value and merit to 


purchaſe your recovery ; and the Spirit of Chrilt is of 


infinite power and eſhcacy to bring about your recovery 
1 fohn i. 7. And the bloed of feſut Chrift his For 
eleanſeth us from all Jin. 15 the ocean were poured 
out on a houſe that is ſet on fre, it would quench it as 
ſoon as it would do the flame of 3 candle: and you 
Know an angel can maſter a giant as eaſy as a little 
child; and fo the blood of Chriſt, and the Spirit of 
Chriſt, the one of infinite value, and the other of infi> 
nite efficacy, can make the greateſt ſtrayers to return; 
ſo that even they that have gone fareſt altgay,"a1e ofte 
times recovered. Fr 
OvJECT, II. But I have been almoſt returned af 
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recovered, being brought many times within che door 
of the incloſure; but alas ! I have run away again. 

Axs. That is the eaſe of backſliders, and it is dan- 
gerous indeed; but yet, Jer. iii. 22. Return, ye back- 


. fliding- children, and I will heal your back/lidings I 


free love is ſufficient to anſwer all the objections of 
backſliders; Hoſea xiv. 4. 1 will heal their backlidings, 
1 will love them freely. Ephraim was. ſuch an one; 
Thou Haft chaſtiſed me and I was chaſtiſed: he was as a 


bullock u naccuſtomed t9 the yoke ; and when the yoke | 


was half on, he ran away, yet was returned, 


— 


out for recovery. 


Orjscr. III. I fear I am none of the ſtrays marked 


Axs. Indeed, this is an objection that dives very 


deep; what I would fay to ſuch as are under this 
temptation is, God is calling you this day to return; 
that is his plain revealed will; and it is intolerable 
boldneſs to pry into God's ſecret purpsſes; Deut. xxix, 
29. The ſecret things belong unto the Lord our God: 
but the things that are revealed unto us, and to our 
children for ever, that we may ds all the words of this 


law. As for yourſelves, it is a temptation from the 


Devil, and it is dangerous with whomſoever it is found; 
for it is a temptation to keep you from the thoughts of 
ever returning unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of your 


ſouls: and if it prevail, it will eternally mar your re- 


turn. I told you it was an inviſible mark till once the 
ſtrays were returned; and then indeed it js viſible: 
Why then would you deſtroy your own cauſe in this 


matter? I charge you, in the Lord's name, to lay that 


aſide, and fall to what is your immediate duty; and 
that is to return to the Shepherd and Overſeer of your 
fouls. I ſhall here tell you of two effects the inviſible 
mark has, which perhaps may be of ſome uſe in this 
matter, to any labouring under this temptation. The 
firſt is, That it keeps the ſinner from falling into the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, the unpardonable ſin. in the 
midſt of all the far lengths the ſtrays may go, this in- 
viſible mark ſtill keeps them from the ſin unto death ; 


ie 


5 I 


awhile they fear only what they would fain have to be 
groundlefs. But a fecond effect is, It keeps in life ay 
and till free grace come in: and now poor ſinner, God 
has not cut off thy life in the pit, neither has he buri- 
ed thy hope under any grave- ſtone whatſoever ; theſe 
may be ground of hope to you, So, I ſay, return to 
the Shepherd of your ſouls, and let no body ſtand in 


their own light, by making any ſuch objections. 


A word next to the returned (trays. 

Vou are going to the green paſtures, that are prepare. 
ed for them that are Chriſt's ſheep ; you are to be en- 
tertained with theſe green paſtures, at the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper to-morrow, that once were ſtrays as 
well as others. There is theſe Hur or five things I 
would have you to make of it, 


1/2, Strengthen your faith and confidence in your 


Shepherd; he has brought you back when you was quite 
gone aſtray from him. He brought you from the moun- 
tains of vanity; then aſſure yourſelves, and ſtrengthen 
your faith in him, when you are returning to him, and 
faying, I will go and return to my firſt husband, for 
it was better with me then than uu. 

 2dly, Let it inflame your hearts with love to Chriſt 
your Shepherd. O will you confider what the Lord 


has been pleafed to do for you: Look to the pit from 


ewhence you are digged, and to the rack from whence 
you are hewn, Conſider the times of love, when the 
Shepherd followed you, and returned you from the 
mountains of vanity, Conſider ſovereign grace, that 


was imployed that way, and ordained for your recovery. 


Look at it, and let it inflame your heart, with love to 
this great Shepherd. 
zaly, Let it excite you to repentance in your hearts : 


I know of nothing more ready to imbitter fin to gracious 
fouls, than kindly reflections on the Lord's remembering 


us in our low eſtate; Fer. ii. 3. Have I been a wwilger- 
neſs to Iſrael, or a ind of darkneſs. 

4thly, Let it be of uſe to ſtir you up to thankfulneſs : 
Jet it large: your hearts and mouths in the praiſes of 


God, 
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God. Conſider; that the recovery was purchaſed N 
the precious blood of the Shepherd: cdnſider the rains 


he was at in recovering you. 
_ 5thls, And /aftly; let it fill you with gracious belies I 


ing promiſes of new obedience, to return to the Shep- 
herd, and {tray no more. 


nas 


PREFACE, by the Rev. Mr. HEx- 


Ry DaviDsoN, * his Action 
Sermon. 


5 IT net be ail unſuitable queſtion 15 7970 ln 


tude, What hat brought them here this day? And 


' that is your errand im this flace this lay? If you were 


fe [peak the language of your hearts, every one would 


give a different anſwer. The Pſalmiſt's defire ſhoulu 


be haur defire, Exen to ſee the beauty of the Lord, ard 
the brightneſs of his face in the farQuary. Now there 


are two frames of ſpirit, if they have been among you 


this laſt night, or this morning, [ can promiſe you 8 
much on this matter before you go. 


1. 1f you have been in Jacob's pohlute, avre/tline 
avith the Angel until the dawning of the day, telling a 


hily God, with a holy boldneſs, that yau eweuld not come 


#þ to this place, unleſs he came alongwiil vou. 

2: If you have been like the woman with the Woody 
fur, exerciſed under a ſenſe of your vileneſt, aſham- 
ed to lock God inthe face, ant ſo fetch a compajs abcut 
to touck the hem of Chrif?'s garment. The foul that has 


been arraigning aud condemnirg itfelf befere Ccd, is 
the foul that may expect kindly entertainment : this is 
the great end of goſpel-ordinancecs, that believers me 
come and touch Chr iſt Ly faith. New let your iu, of 


Blood be never - /o vile, let it have tun never 75 long, ore 


6 believing touch given to the Prixfician would Soon 
bring it a cure. 
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BEING THE 


ACTION SERMON. 


We = ́ Wat: +: thc", ad Red 
Fer it pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſt 


dabell. 


55 | \HE Apoſtle, after 4 preface; Which continued 


to the 1 2th verſe of this chapter, offers praiſe 
for the great work of redemption: from the 15th verſe 
he gives a deſcription of the Redeemer in very glorious 
terms; he tells us, that he is the image of the inviſible 
y both the eſſential image of God; und the mani- 
feſtative image of God-man in one perſon. In an image 


there muſt not only be a likeneſs, but an exact an 
perfect likeneſs and ſimilitude; and it muſt bs drawn 


from the perſon repteſented, not like an accidental re- 
ſemblancè between two men, but like the ſon's reſem- 
bling his father. He calls him 7» fr/-bora of every 
creature, the great Head, the Lord of the whole crea- 
ation. In the 16th verſe, that he was the bleſſed Co- 


worker ingaged with the Father in the work of kreation, 
or by him avere all things made, as the efficient cauſe, 


and to him avere all thing? made, as the final cauſe. 


When God niade the tiniverſe, even the whole creati- 


on; he beſtowed this piece of glory on the incatnate 
Word. In the 17th verſe he afferts his pre- exiſtence 
of all things, He ſhows the kingdom of providence to 
be intruſted to his hands, and that by him all things 
tome to pa; if be ſhould loſs but for a moment his a 
miglity grip of the whole world, it would preſently 
moulder irito duſt, and return into its firſt nothing a- 
gain. In the 18th vetſe he further ſhows, that he is the 
head bf the body} he is the head of the ele& body, 
the precious generation of the ſaints ; that he is the head 
of divine influences to the church, as the natural 

4 . 1 head 


- 


N 


5 . Wu» 
head is to the body, even fo he is the head of the 
church, He is the head of government to the church, 
the legiſlative power is lodged in Chrift's hand; he 
alone it is that has power to appoint, ordain, inſtitute, We 
&c. offices, and officers, ordinances, and inſtitutions | 
in his houſe; - he is ſet over the houſe by his Father, 
and to him is the direction of every thing entruſted. 
Our Apoſtle goes forward and ithews, how well furniſhed 
and well qualified he was for his work, and for being the 
head over the church, and ſhows how reaſonable it, was, 
that he who was e fr/i-born among many brethren, 
ſhould have the pre-eminence in all things, and that as 
the gift of a glorious fulneſs of qualifications that was 
lodged in him. In the words we have theſe five things. 
I, We have an account of a great bleſſing of fulneſs. 
Fulneſs is a great word, a taking word with the world; 
the worldly man is for a full table, for a full cup, for-a 
Full houſe, for a full family; ever fince the fail of 
dam, the heart of man is void and empty; it was once 
full, but now it is empty, and an empty ſtomach, you 
know, is always craving, as being ſapleſs. Fhe heart 
and mind of man 1s like the troubled ſea, the waves 
- Whereof are never at reſt, but ſtill toſſing themſelves to 
ſome ſhore or other; ſo the heart of man, like the waves 
of the ſea; is rolling from fide to fide through the whole 
ereation for a ſhore to reſt at; but the unhappineſs is, 
they take up with a drop when they may have a full 
ocean, but here is fulneſs in the text to anſwer the heart 
and mind of man though never ſo empty. _ 
240%, We have the extent of this fulnefs; that is a- 
_nother great word in the world's ears, all fulneſs; 1 
join al} and . together, and it muſt be ſome great f 
thing; there mult he an all fulneſt to anſwer an all of 
exants; a fulneſs of all perfection to make the man 
completely happy. But then again you have, 
zZaly, The houſe and ſeat of reſidence in which this 
fulneſs is to be found; and it is in Him, that great Him, 
that glorious Him, of whom ſo glorious things are ſpok- 
en of in the context, even our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Where only it is that all fulneſs is to be found; and we 
| - 5 humbly 
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and purpoſe : 
but he did it with a mighty ſausfaction and contentment ; 
and fo he is not only the treaſure of grace, but the ob- 


L 19 T 
humbly think, that we are not to underſtand Chriſt 8 


merely as the ſecond perſon of the T rinity: among o- 


ther reaſons for my thus thinking, there is one in the 
text, viz, That the fulneſs of all grace in Chriſt is a- 
fcribed to an act of the Father's good-pleaſure ;- were 
he to be underſtood in this text only as the ſecond 
perſon of the Trinity, that fulneſs would be natural 
to him, ſo that this fulneſe, and all fulneſs ſpoken of in 
the text, is in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 
God-man, he is the great ſtore-houſe of this all ful- 
neſs, 

4%, We have the way and manner how this all 
fulneſs' is in Chriſt ; it dwells in him which points out 
duration and continuance. 


5thly, You have the ſpring and original fountain of 


this fulneſs dwelling in Chriſt, and that is the Father: 


For it pleaſed the Father that in him all  ſulneſs ſhould 


dwell, Theſe words, we own, are not in the original, 
but very juſtly are they inſert here in our tranſlation; 


and that word Zhe Father, is brought down from verſe 


175 Giving thanks to the Father : and that it was the 
Father's good 2 an act of the Father's counſel 
not only fitred Chriſt for his work, 


ject of the Father's delight. 

For our better underſtandingof this fulneſs in the text, 
we are to know, that there is a threefold fulneſs aſcrib- 
ed to him in the Scriptures; as rſt, There is a relative 


fulneſs in him, Secondty, There is a perſonal fulneſs. 


Thirdly, There is a diſpenſatory fulneſs in Chriſt. 
1/7, There is a relative or myſtical fulneſs in Chriſt; 


chat is, the church of God, called in expreſs terms 7/5 
 Futneſs of Chriſt. I you would make a perfect man, he 


muſt not anly have a head but a body; fo our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt being a head, he muſt conſequently have a bo- 
dy, and that is the church; and every believer is a mem- 
ber of the myſtical body, a part of the relative ful- 


neſs of Chriſt; and, if one ſaint were a-wanting Chris 


myſtical fulneſs, would not be complete ; a man wanting 
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but a joint of a finger would not be a perfed man; and 


one ſaint wanting one meaſure and degree of Ker ap- 
ulnefs of 


| Chriſt : the church of belierers is his declarative fulneſs, 
- that declares and manifeſts him to believers, as an emp- 


pointed him in the decree would mar the 


ty veſſel thrown into à fountain, and giving the foun- 


tain occaſion to ſhow its fulneſs. The church of believ- 


ers is Chriſt” 8 outward fulneſs, and Chriſt is their in- 
ward fulneſs, ſupplying them and filling up all their 
wants ; but that is not the fulneſs in the text, 

24h; There is a perſonal fulneſs ſaid to be in Chriſt ; 


- — 4 ii. 9. For iu him dwelleth all the Julneſs of 2 


Godhead bogily : he has all the divine perfections dwell- 


ing in him, he being God-man 'in one perſon; as the 
divine glory dwelt in and filled the temple at Zern/alemr, 


Jo does the glory of the Lord, even a "lol Godhead 
All and dwell in the temple of Chriſt's human nature. 


The pillar of fire and cloud repreſented this; they were 


two diſtinct ſubſtances, and yet both made up but one, ſo 


there is two natures in Chriſt, and yet both in one per- 


ſon: there was the fire that pointed out his divine na- 
ture, and the cloud that pointed out his human nature. 
This perfonal fulneſs in the text is bottomleſs, and i is 


the foundation of all other fulneſſes fountained up in 
Chritt. ' 


But this perſonal fulneſs is not the thing that 


is principally intended in this text. And therefore, 


24ly, There is a diſpenſatory fulneſs (ſo called) in 
4 ſulneſs of life; df light, of grace; yea, a ful- 
neſs-of all things neceſſary for the redeeming and home 


bringing of ſtraying ſinners; 'a fulneſs of all qualiſica- 
tions neceſſary to Lonſtitute an able and faithful Shep- 
herd for his work; John i. 14. The Word was made 


feb, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, 


the glory as "of the only begotten of the Father } full of 


grace and truth : obſerve the gradations of that text, 
the Son of Gd made fleſh, our nature brought into an 
union with the ſecond perſon of the glorious Trinity, | 
and that human ature filled with a fulneſs of grace, 


and that fulneſs of! ns Was emptied! into the veſſels of 
| | Pig ng 9 * 


g 21 J 


: ſouls of the ele 5 and out of his fulneſo Fs 3 rented 


grace for grace. So much for the explanation of the 


Docr. E auf an ad FA the Father's good pleaſure, 


to make all fulneſs dwell in the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Or, in the very words of the text, It pleajed the 

_ Father that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell. | 
In ſpeaking to this doctrine, theſe things may be done. 


I, Offer ſome accounts concerning this fulneſs in the. 


| text. . 

II. Show ſome of the properties of this fulneſs. 
1 The reaſons why this fulneſs was lodged in 
Chrift © pr | 

IV. Give ſome accounts of the ſprings and original 
of this fulneſs, and of the Father's hand actually 
minor 57 Feet 

V. Laſtly, Improve the whole, 


I. As to the , take the following accounts of this 
fulneſs in the following branches more generallyy As, 

Firſt, There is a fulneſs of fitneſs in Chriſt to be 
the Mediator between God and man: very much de- 
pends upon a fir perſon to he employed to take away 
the difference between two jarring parties; one word 


ſpoken by a fit hand, will do more to the removing of 


a difference between men, than a thouſand entreaties by 


another perſon. Jou will fee there was a fulneſs of fit- 


neſs in Chriſt for that great work he was entruſted with; 
there was 9 fulneſs of natures in him, that made him 


fully fit for his work: the human nature was in him, 
he took fleſh ; it was organized fleſh, not an undigeſted 


heap of matter; it was a piece of fleſh, exactly digeſt- 
ed into the frame of a human body; A body haſt thou 
prepared me. It 1s very like that word was ſpoken from 
eternity, when Chriſt was taking a proſpect of that ſul- 
neſs of fitneſs that was lodged in his hand; all the na- 


tural properties, defections, and ſinleſs infirmities of a 


body. Had he a ſoul alſo? Yes; but then together 
with this there was the divine nature; he thought it not 


"robbery. 
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yobbery to call himſelf equal with the Father; there 
was an equality, identity and onenefs of eſſence, as he 
was equal with his Father. „There was never a time 
when it could be ſaid, that the Father was not the Fa- 
ther; and ſo conſequently, not a period when it could 


be ſaid, Chriſt was not the Son; they were both from 


everlaſting, both of the fame ſtanding, which tould not 
but make him very fit for the work he was employed in. 
He was not putting ſo great a truſt in the hand of a 
mere creature ; it was an honour too great for the crea- 
ture to bear: to put an unfit, an un fuflicient perſon in 


an office of import, would he very ill management; an 


office of honour and dignity when miſplaced is very un- 
becoming, but bis being very God and very man, made 
him every way ft for ſuch a great undertaking : It was 
abſolutely neceffary, that he ſhould be preſent at the 
drawing up of that everlaſting covenant, and his being 
God made him a fit member of that great and honour- 


able counſel; and fo he was {landing by when that co- 
venant was drawn up, to 


ſpeak after the manner of 
men, Hor ſo we mult ſpeak in theſe matters; he coun- 
felled with the Father, and the Father with. kim. about 


every article of that covenant, about the putting down 


of the names of the covenanted ones; it made him ſit 
for ſealing the contract; it would bave been very un- 


.fr and 1 proper that the hand and ſeal of a mere crea-' 


ture ſhould have been at ſuch a honourable tranſaction; 


bis being God made him fit for ſo noble an office as the 


"ſealing that eternal covenant. Who fo fit to be the 
church's teacher, as he who as the eternal counſellor, 
that lay from eternity in the Father's bofom, and knew 
all the ſecret meaſures and concerts in the counſel of 
peace? Who ſo fit to be the High- -prieſt over the hguſc 
of God, as he who was the eldeſt ſon 1 in the family! 


Who 1 fit to be the church's King, as he who was. 


God's own Som the heir of all things ? The human na- 
ture alſo added to his fulneſs of fifneſs for his work: 
Where could there have been a ſacriſice found, if he had 
not had a body and a ſoul? fo that the human natuie 


Res him 1 fit for the os offices he is in- 
truſted 
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155 1 a 
truſted with. By theſe two natures he ſtands between 
the two parties, as an indiffernt perſon, equally diſtin 


from them both; he has a prevailing intereſt in both, 


as being related to both des ; he ftards well affected to 
the umon of both partics, for he is of kin to both, and 
ſo very fit to be intruſted with the concerns of his young- 
er brethren; and to be ſure, he will not act party in 
the matter, for he ſtands engaged on both fides. So 
then there is a filneſs of fitneſs in Chriſt for his 
work, in regard that there is a fulneſs of natures in 
his perſon. 

Secondly, There is a folneſs of ability in Chrift for 
his work; there is a ſulneſs of power and ſufficiency in 
him: a man may be very fit for a work, and yet want 
ability for it. The man under the law, that was near- 


eſt of kin to redeem the mortgaged eſtate or inhernance, 


was the fitteſt perſon, but then he was not always able 


to do it: let us then ſee if there be not a fulneſs of a- 


bility in Chriſt, There is thefe things that plainly make 
As, 1/7, He is the Father's choice, and 
ſurely the Father would never have choſen an unſuffict- 
ent perſon for ſo great a work: a king when he chooſes 


a miniſter of ſtate, may take care that he puts none in 


but a ſufficient perſon, but he may many times be mif- 
taken or dtherways byaſſed; but it is not ſo here? God 
the Father would never have choſen any hand, but 
fuch as would go through with the work; he would 


never have put ſuch truſt in Chriſt, but that he knew 
well he was able to go through with it. 


But then 2dty, 
The Son's conſent to the choice makes it evident, Why; 
will any rationat man undertake an enterprize that he 
has not a ſufficiency for? Will a man be caution for a- 
mother man's debts, when he knows that they amount 
to more than all he hath is worth ? Thus it may fome 
times be among men, but our Lord Jeſus Chriſt would 
never have undertaken the intereſt of his Father's glory, 


and the ele&'s ſalvation, if he had not known his own 


ability for his work ; 4e is able ts ſave to the utterms/? 
all that come unto God by him, I ade laid help upon 
Cue fat is mighty to fave ; one that is law-b:dding, one 
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that is ſufficierit ts anſwer all the demands that can be 
made upon him by the juſtice of God, or by the broken 
law But ; | 8 

Tirdly, There is a fulneſs of wiſdom and knowledge 
in Chriſt ; Cole. ii. 3. In whom are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge. As he is God, he has an 
abſolute knowledge; he is omniſcient and knows all 
things and all pet ſons; he knew them before they had a 
being, he knew them when they were in their mother's 
womb; yea, when they were in the womb of the hidden 
decree; be knew all their thoughts, all their words, all 
their purpoſes, all their actions, all the motions and 
ends of their actions; he knows all their ſecret purpoſes 
and deſigns. Men may very artfully conceal their ſecret 
intentions from the world, but it is in vain to imagine 
they can be ſo concealed from Chriſt : all the gloſſy 
dreſs men may put upon their actions, can no more co- 
ver the will of the action from Chriſt, no more than a 
piece of tranſparent glaſs can kept out the beams of the 
ſun. He is the great revealer of fecrets, and 1s very fit 
For his work, for he was upon all the Father's councils 
and deſigns; there was not one branch of that great plot 
of redemption, but he was an eye and ear witneſs to it; 
he was an active witneſs in the matter. Here is encou- 
ragement to gracious ſouls, exerciſed with their dark» 
neſs and blindneſs of heart and mind. Why? Here is a 
perfection of wiſdom, and a fulneſs of knowledge, and 
light in Chriſt; and therefore when the Chriſtian fits 
down with the Bible in his hand, or to hear the truths 
of _the goſpel, they may read on, and hear on, bur if 
there be not a looking up to Chriſt for light, the Bible 
is a ſealed book, and diſcourſes are but ſounds of words: 
Therefore the Chriſtian cries out, The Bible without 
its Author will not do: The learned commentaries up- 
on it will not do, without the Interpreter who 24 one a- 
mong a thouſand: The original language will not do: 
And whenever there is a practical caſe of conſcience, 
they take that caſe, and lay it in the ballance, with a 


trembling hand; yea, they deſire that God may hold it 


himſelf, fearing that ſome branch of ſelf or other, may 
= give 


- 


| En 1 
give a wrong byas and turn to that ſcale; in ſuch a 
caſe, they look to Chriſt, that has a fulneſs of wiſdom 
to do it for them, But then, 5 | 
_ Fourthly, There is a fulneſs of truth in Chriſt ; a ful- 
neſs of truth with reſpe& to the law, both with reſpeR 
to the commands, and with reſpect to the threatnings of 
the law: he fulfilled the commands of the law on the 
one hand, and he ſuffered the penalty of the law on the 


other. _ All the promiſes they centre in him, even in 


this full Chriſt ;. the types are all fulfilled in him, he is 
the true Temple, he is the true Vail, he is the trus 
High-prieſt, he is the true Burnt-offering : there is a 
fulfilment of all theſe things in him. He is the ſubject- 
matter of the goſpel, he is the ſubſtance of goſpel truth; 
yea, he is the revealer and publiſher of goſpel truth: 
here is encouragement to the church, to know what a 
fulneſs of truth is in Chriſt, when errors prevail, when 
damnable hereſy abounds in dreggy-days, when there 
are departures from the truth, when there is a corrupt- 
ing of the truth, when there is a Holding, (deraining, or 
as it may be rendered, impri/oning) the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs ;_ yet here is encouragement, the church's 
Head is the truth, however empty the church may be of 
truth; however ſtuffed with error and corrupt principles, 
yet here is encouragement to the ſaints faith : When they 
go through the church ſeeking truth, and finding none; 
yet there.is a fulneſs of all truth in the church's glorious 
Head and Repreſentative, cven in our glorious and ever- 
bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | „ 
Fiſihly, There is a fulneſs of grace in Chriſt; there 


is a fulneſs of habitual grace in Chriſt; the divine na- 


ture is the great fountain of grace, the human nature 
is the receptacle, the divine repoſitory of this grace; 
and it is the original inftrument by which that grace is 
emptied into the hearts of the ſinners. We ſay, there 
is a fulneſs of grace in him, there is life, and life in a- 
bundance in him; there is a fulneſs of comforting 
grace in him, he waters the plants at the root; there is 
a fulneſs of eſtabliſhing grace in him, in {haking and try- 
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ing times, when profeſſions of religion are like ſo many 


trees ſhaking before the wind, and when they are going 


ſometimes to one ide, and ſometimes to another, there 
is eſtabliſhing grace in him to hold them faſt at the root: 
there is preventing grace in him, there is ſupporting 


and ſtrengthening grace in him; the poor creature 
would ſoon yield upon the very couch of a temptation, 
the very aſpect of a temptation would drive the Chriſti- 


an ſoldier from his poſture, were it not the ftrengrhen- 


ing grace that is lodged in his glorious Head ; when the 
foul is ready to link, its head is carried above water, by 
this ſtrengthening grace, There is ſtrengthening grace 


in him for duties; when the burthen of duties lies heavy 
upon the poor creatures ſhoulders, then comes in the 


full Mediator, and ſhuts in his ſhoulder, and eaſes the 


poor creatture of his burthen, and it is made light unto 
him. There is a fulnefs of comforting grace in him; 


whatever be the conduit - pipe of comfort for the believ- 
er, Chriſt is the fountain; as for their ſpiritual comfort, 


he alone 1s the. author of it: God has lodged all the be- 


herer's joys in Chriſt, and ſuch a fulneſs of grace is in 
him, that he has. obtained of the God of all grace, all 
the graces of the Spirit, Thus, we ſay, there is a ful- 
neſs of grace in him, in point of gracious qualifications ; 

F of grace in him, in pointof meaſure and degree, 
Further there is a fulneſs of grace in Chriſt to enable 


and ſtrengthen the ſoul, to the hardeſt pieces of the 


Chriſttan's work; there is a fulneſs of efficacious grace 
in Chriſt, to bring the ſoul into the new ways of grace; 
mere is a fulneſs of grace in him, that enables the dy- 


ing ſaint to take a grip of a full Mediator; there is a 


fulneſs of grace in him to enable the believer i in all the 
immediate acts of grace. 

Sixthly, There is a fulneſs of example in Chriſt; he 
a the complete pattern of all the Chriſtians that have 
trod in the way to heaven ſince Abel's day; the com- 
plete pattern to- the church, other patterns they may 
have, but they are imperſect; many a wrong ſtep is in 


their way. to heaven, and in their belt Written copies 
| there 
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there are blots, or at leaſt ill ſpellings: we muſt follow 
theſe patrons by way of humiliation, but we muſt fol- 
low Chrilt's pattern by way of abſolute imitation. 
Why? N he is the moſt perfect and complete 
pattern; there is an abſolute confluence of all graces in 
him; but theſe imperfect patrons, though they had all 
grace, yet would they be but imperfect patrons, when 
compared to our bleſſed and glorious Mediator, 

Seventhly, There is a fulneſs of authority in him; 
Chriſt is .cloathed and inveſted with an abſolute power 


to diſcharge the truſt committed to him: he is called 


the Father's Servant, which plainly implies the com- 
mand that the Father has given him. Believers, re- 
member it, however much be in Chriſt, if there had 
been wanting this qualification of authority and power, 
then he would have had no commiſhon to have done 
what he hath done; and conſequently we would have 
had no benefit by a Redeemer; and therefore the Chri- 
ſtian may plead with God after this manner. in prayer, 
laying, That he is pleading nothing but what Chriſt 
has authority and commithon to give; a. Ixi. 1.2.3.4. 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Sc. It is by the 
Father's appointment that he is made the great teach- 
ing Rabbi of the church; it is by the Father's appoint- 
ment that he is made the High-prieft over the houſe of 
Cod, it is by the Father's command that he is made 
King in mount Zion : all that he did or ſuffered was 


in proſecution of the Father's inſtructions, 


Eighthly, There is a fulneſs of acceptgtion in Chriſt; 
he is the accepted of the Father, and we are accepted 
only in him who is the Beloced. This was proclaimed 
once and again out of heaven, not by an Angel; no, the 
matter was more weighty, God was meſſenger nnn 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed 
hear ye him. | have accepted of him for himſelf, ind 
of the church through him: What was the meaning of 
all the ſacrifices under the law, but to ſhadow out this 
great, this ſweet ſmelling- ſaeriſice! ? It was ſaid by the 
Jewiſh writers, that it was a token of the divine ac- 

SM ceptance, 


L 2 1 


„beptance, when the ſmoke went up ſtraight to heaven, 
Without being blown aſide to any hand by any wind: 


they were types of the great reconciling ſacrifice, that 


Was to be offered up in the fulneſs of time, and there- 
fore it is ſaid, 10 give ref? to God, fo to ſpeak. Upon 


ſin's entering into the world, God's peice was like to 
be diſturbed ; he reſted and was refreſhed in-the ſitſt 
creation, but he received more reſt, and a far greater 
ſatis faction, after the work of the new cre ation was fi- 
niſhed: the worth of that ſacrifice reſtored unto God 
whatever was loſt by man's tranſgreſſion. There is ac- 
ceptance in Chriſt the Meſhas; the Spirit teſtifies ſo 
much. The Spirit of God would not have come down 
in a Goſpel diſpenſation, if the Father had not approved 
of what Chriſt did. The anſwer of prayer plainly 
demonſtrates that he is well pleaſed with Chriſt ; yea, 
his being well pleaſed with finners, ſays he is extreme- 
ty well pleaſed with Chriſt. You ſee how he is brought 
into heaven; ſays juſtice and holineſs ; take the Medi- 
ator-by the hand, and wait upan him to the throne, 
and he is ſet upon the Father's right hand; but he had 
never come there, if he had not been fully accepted of 
the Father. You know when Haam ſinned, paradiſe 
could not keep him any longer; fo, if Chriſt had not 
ſatisfied juſtice, heaven could not have received him. 
His perſon 1s accepted ; yea, he is fo much accepted, that 
in and through him who is the Beloved are we accepted. 


God was well pleaſed with us in the firſt Adam, as he 


Taw-his own image on us; but it is another kind of ac- 
ceptance that he entertains bclievers with, for the ſe- 


cond Adam fake. Do not talk of your own vileneſs 


and unworthineſs, for it is not for your own ſake, but 
for the Son of his loye's fake that you are accepted. God 
paſſeth by all the unpleaſant things that are about be- 
lievers, his own children; whenever he gets his eye ſet 
upon the ſlain Lamb, he both forgives and forgets all 


the injuries done him by behevers, and fully accepts 


them in Chriſt. There is a fulneſs of merit in the Me- 


diator's righteouſneſs, he gave himſelf an offering; he 


wept 


29 1 


went up to the higheſt pinnacle of active obedience, he 


went down to the loweſt offering in the ceremonial law, 
in point of obedience ; he gave himſelf a ſacriſice unto 
the death, to anſwer the threatening of the law; he 
poured out his blood, which was of infinite value; there 


was an infinite worth in his ſufferings, becauſe of the dig» 


ty of his perſon; they carried the image of a kingdom 
upon them all: There was the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
i here was the blood of God, Here was the life of God; 
now what deformities cannot the righteouſnefs of Chriſt 


cover? The mercy is larger than the two tables of tone, 


the Mediator's righteouſneſs is broader than the moum 
tains of the elect's guilt, the merey- ſeat is broader 
than the broken law; and is not that ſufficient to buy 
mote worlds than one? The blood of Chrilt is ſuſſici- 
ent to make a large laver for the dipping and plung- 


ing of guilty ſouls. The Apoſtle knew well enough on 


what foundation he ſtood, when he hang out the flag 
of defiance againſt all adverſaries: the ocean of merit 
is deep, and therefore when mountains of guilt are caſt 
one upon another, they will be as ſoon hid, and as far 
down in this ocean as the leaſt particle of ſand. Who 


can condemn ? Juſtice cannot; for he is already con- 


demned'; the law cannot condemn, for it is a condem- 


ned thing; fin cannot condemn, for he hath condemn- 


ed ſin in the fleſh ; Chriſt will not c-ndemn, for he died 
to abſolve the condemned; the praceleſs world they 
may condemn, but they will only condemn one another 
for now the ſaint can ſay, that there is a ſupreme judge 
who can ſet all things right; and Satan he may con- 
demn them, but what is that to the point, he is he 
accuſer of the brethren, and he is ever buſy in con- 
demning them; he is the executioner of heaven, and 
he will, judge and condemn the ſinner, but let him do 
it, though the law condemn, though conſcience condemn, 
though fin condemn, though the graceleſs world con- 
demn, though the Devil condemn, yet he is not Chriſt- 
condemned, thete is a fulneſs of merit in the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt for then, | | 

; 2 Winthly, 
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55 T here is a fulneſs of love in Chriſt, there 


is a fulneſs of mercy in him, he grace of our Lord is 
exceeding abundant, with faith and love which is in 


** I, 
* 


A 


ons, 1 8 love is all dimenſions; Does the beliey- 
er's {in reach up to heaven? Chriſt: s love is as high; 
Does the believer's ſin bring him as low as hell ? 
Chriſt's love is below even that, to raiſe him up again; 
the unction of the Holy Ghoſt is upon him, 7he Holy 


meaning of that? Ihe dove is ag innocent harmleſs 
creature, remarkable and obſervable for its tenderneſs 
and love to its mate; well, e Holy Chat deſcends upon 
tim like a dove, pointing out che Spirits fitting him with 
all kindly and loving diſpoſitions towards ſinners, What 
ſhall be ſaid of this love? there is a fulaeſs of myſte- 
ry in it; here is one who is a Spirit, and yet ſhed 
blood to redeem the world! Here is one whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain, and yet contain'd 
in the womb of @ Virgin! In his ſanQification, never 
was there a father more angry, and yet bettet pleaſed; 


Mead, but well pleaſcd with him as he was the eterna! 
Son of his love, in whom he was ever well pleaſed. 

- Tenthly, To add no more, there is a fulneſs of glory 
in Cbriſt; there is a fulneſs of eſſential glory in him, 
as he is the ſecond perſon of the glorious Trinity; there 
is a falneſs of mediatory glory in him, as he is God- 
man; and ſo interpreters underſtand, %u xvii. 5. 
Ard now Father, glorify me with thine ewn ſelf, with 
that glory which *] kad-wwith thee, before the world 
e. What is his glory as God-man ? WW hy, may 
you fay, What glory could he have as God-man, be- 
fore he took fleſh ? You know, among men, Mhen a 
perſon is choſen to an office of honour, there is-a 
kind of glory and honour por. upon him, from- the 
very time of his election; whenever he is inflated in 
the office, there is an honour put upon him after the 
Le eleQion-: the general when choſen, tho' he goes 


1 


Chrifi Feſus, The believer's ſins has many dimenſi- 


C defcends upon him like a deve: Why, what is the 


angry with him as he ſtood in the ſinner's room and 


— Rot 


all divine names and titles. 


5 


not out then to war, yet there is a kind of honour paid 


him, as he is the king's general elected. Now, may 
we ſpeak of that full ſubject after the manner of men? 
The Father paſt a predeſtination act upon the Son, to 
be God-man in the fulneſs of time, and he conſented 
to it; and when it was paſt, the Son appeared as a 


Mediator elected: He was eſpouſed to human na- 


ture, and he had a fulneſs of Mediatory glory from 
eternity, and he has it ſtill. Vea, the human nature 
has received an addition of glory that it never had 
before; the human nature is now taken in to be a 
fellow of that glorious ſociety: to ſpeak with re- 
verence, the human nature is now in the midit of 
the throne, it has now a croud of bending angels 
worſhipping before it. There is a fulneſs of manifeſta- 
tive glory in Chriſt; yea, there is ſuch a fulneſs of glo- 
ry in Chriſt the Metharor, that he puts a particular 
crown on the heads, and a particular ſong in the mouths 
of all believers. Yea, there is fuch a falneſs of glory 
in Chriſt, that he has a fulneſs of glory to beſtow on 
every believer ; yea, ſuch a fulneſs of glory in him, that 
he has ſet each of them upon a throne, and given each 


of them palms in their hands. Well may it be ſaid, 


that fulneſs, /ulneſs and all fulneſs dwelleth in Chriſt. 


II. The ſecond thing in the method, was to give 

you fome of the properties of this fulneſs ; we ſhall 
name a few, | - 

© Firſt, This fulneſs is a tranſcendent fulneſs ; it 

tranſcends all thoughts, all praifes, all expreſſions; it 

tranſcends all human accounts, quite . tranſcends all 

ſcripture accounts, even when we have got into the 


depth of fulneſs that ſcripture does unfold. 


| Secondly,” It is a comprehenſive fulnefs; it compre- 
hends the fulneſs of all creatures, it comprehends the 
fulneſs of all relations, & comprehends the fulneſs of 


Thirdly, It is a communicative fulneſs,; a fulneſs not 
of the ſtreams, though never ſo true, but of the foun- 


e 


3 


2 tain: the more noble and excellent a creature is, the 1 
more communicative it is of its excellencies: the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt the Son of Righteouſneſs, is very commu- 
nicative of his fulneſs, and therefore he is repreſented. 
by the oil that was poured upon the head of the high - 


prieſt, that went down to the ſkirts of his garments. 


Fourthly, It is a ſuitable fulneſs; it is ſuitable to the I 
creature, it is ſuitable to the neceſſity of the precious 
ſoul; a full table is a very ſuitable thing to a hungry 


man, a full cupof water is a very ſuitable thing to a thir- 
ſty man : here is in this fulneſs every thing table to 
the particular neceſſity of a ſoul; here is bread to the 
hungry, water to the thirſty, clothing to the naked. 
Fille, It is a ſatisfying fulneſs; it is a fulneſs that 
will ſatisfy che ſoul that is always crying, Give, gire; 
nothing will ſtop the mouth of ſuch a ſoul but Chriſt's 
: fulneſs: the ſoul is diffatisfied with itſelf, and it has 
received a diſguſt from a whole creation : but here 1s 
in Chriſt, to ſatisfy the defires of a craving ſoul ; here 
is a fulneſs in Chriſt to ſatisfy the diſſatisſied ſoul, a ful- 
neſs in Chriſt to ſatisfy the doubts of a ſoul, to anſwer 


all rhe objections of a foul; that may thruſt in betwixt a 


believer and his joys ; here are objections drawn from 
guilt, drawn from the vileneſs of the heart, drawn from 
the broken law; but here is a fulneſs in Chriſt to an- 


fer all theſe objections. 
Sixthly, It is an overflowing and all- ſuficient folneſs; 


it is not the fulneſs of a ciſtern, but it the fulneſs of a 
fountain; and not only the fulneſs of a fountain, but 


the fulneſs of a broad ocean. You have a remarkable 
_ expreſſion of the all- ſufficient nature of this fulneſs in 

the ſecond Command, And keeping mercy unto thouſands 
of them that love me: Here there is ſuppoſition made, 
that if the world ſhould ſtand a thouſand generations, 


(but it is far from having ſtood an hundred yet,) there 
| in che heart of God in 
Chriſt towards mankind finffers, that there would be 
mercy and grace lying in treaſure for the laſt year of 


the. thouſand ä as much as for the firſt ycar 
| thereof. 


is ſuch an overflowing fuln 


- 


de full, and ſo full, yet he ti 
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S thereof, Thus it is an overflowigg, and an everflowing* . 
" Fulneſs. * | e | 


©» Seventhly, and laſtly, It is an inexhauſtible and 
undrained fulneſs; in the ocean there may poſſibly be 
a way made through it, but it is not ſo here, there is 


an eternal overflow, an everlaſting {pring-tide of free 


grace in Chriſt ; for as many ſaints as have received 
of this fulneſs, were they to ſpend an eternity on earth, 
what demands would they make on this fulneſs ; and 
take a view of the treaſure of glory above, and put all 


| that together, ſurely it would be a great maſs, a vaſt 


deal of grace, and yet the fountain of grace remains as 


full as ever. It is ſuch an unexhauſtible fulneſs, the 


Parriarchs, both before and after the flood, that lived 
fo long, what demands did they make upon this ful- 
neſs? but there was no hazard of their making ſuch de- 


mands on it, as to make it the leaſt diminiſhed, ſuch is 


the inexhauſhble nature of it, 


III. The third thing in the method, was the reaſons 

of the doctrine, which we paſs, and come to the 

improvement. 1 8 

Firſt, Is it ſo then, that it pleaſed the Father that all 
fulneſs ſhould dwell in Chriſt ? then let us entertain 
good thoughts of the Father, after that we heard that 
Chriſt is ſo full, and fo full to an overflow: But pray, 
Who was it that filled him with it? Was it not the 
Father? Yea, it was him that qualified him, it was 
Eis Father that gifted him, that ſitted and furniſhed him 
for his work: Jou think much of the Son's love, ant 
you have good reaſon ſo to do; but is there not as good 
reaſon to think much of the Father's love, who com- 
Municated the mediatory fulneſs to Chriſt, by an act of 
his own geod-will and pleaſure, © 

Secondly, Admire the love of Chriſt, that though he 
; eckons the church to be a 
piece of his fulneſs; yea, he would not reckon much of 
all the fulneſs of his Father's houſe, if he wanted but 


one joint of a finger of his myſtical body; he would 
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-never think the eommunion table above in moum Zion 
10 be fully furniſhed, if ſo much as a Fo/eph or a Ben» 
Janin were wanting at it; and is not that great love, 

- * that he ſhould ſo eſteem of you believers? 

__ Thirdhy, Let us hence learn the-miſery of them that 
are our of Chriſt; let them be never fo full of what 
themſelves and a blind world reckon fulneſs, yet 
they want a full Chriſt : we pronounce you empty crea- 
tures, though full of the things of this world; in the 
midſt of that fulneſs you are miſerable : Are you rich ? 
Well, in the. midft of your riches you are poor: Why ? 
becauſe you want a full Chriſt ; all things in the world 
are but like ſo many cyphers wanting 2 figure, if Chriſt 
be wanting: What is a full table, a full family of chil- 
dren, a full cup of this world's pleafures, wanting 3 
full Chriſt ? The Spirit of God pronounces them empty 
creatures. Learn then the prodigious folly and mad - 
neſs of them that are taken up with the things of a pe- C 
riſhing world, and deſpiſe a full Chriſt ; fools they are, C 
when they may have fubſtance to feed upon, and yer 5 
* 
E 
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- take up themſelves with the empty huſks. The folly 
of the world is juſt like the folly of children, purſuing 


after the butterfly; How do: they ſtrain themſelves C 
in the purſuit, and in the turning up and down af- 0 
ter it? and when they have got it, off flies the gild- 1 
ed wings, and they have nothing but a worm. Se- 1 
lemon tells us, Vanity of vanities, ſaith the preacher ; tl 
all is vanity. This book of Ecclefiaſtes fignifies wif- * 
dom, becauſe Solomon, after his vain courſes, began tt 
and gathered wiſdom. What are the. moſt part of the be 
World doing? They are juſt like a man that dreamed 0 
of a great deal of treaſure on the top of an hill, he ft 
calls his neighbours, and they come, and get up to a 
the top of the hill, but they find no treaſure, the man 2 
looks back and ſees his fellow-creatures ſcrambling on ed 
the hill, crys out, Fools we are all beguiled, there is gr 
no treaſure here: Their folly muſt be great, like chil- fo 
dren taken with the beautiful colours of the rain-bow, "ol 
they think if they were at ſuch a place they would be fu 


at the end of it, but when they are there, they are - far 
| | F phe BS og 
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Shak oben they firſt ſet our abr it; fo it is vis | 
tain to mountain, and from hill to bill, ſeeking ſatil- 


faction, but ſind it not. 


Fourthly, Was it the Father's pleaſure to lodge 1 
fulneſs in Chriſt ? then ſee hereby the churgh's ſalvati- 
on fully ſecured. 'Had that work been put in any o- 


ther hand, but in his, we had ſtill been in fear and ter - 


ror; but when there is ſuch a fulneſs lodged in Chriſt, 
to recover a loſt elect world, then the work ſhall be car - 


ried on effectually, and ſhall not miſcarry. We might 


o on, and ſhew you, that they who have an intereſt ia 
Chriſt, have all things; but we muſt proceed to another 
uſe of the doctrine, which r ou uſe of exhortation. 


1s it fo then, that there is : a fulnefs and all fulneſs in 
Chriſt; then let us all be exhorted to embrace this full 
Chriſt; let us be exhorted, by faith to renew this full 
Redeaer, and all this folic mall be ours: all to 
whom the joyful ſound of our text reacheth, are call - 
ed, invited, yea, and charged to embrace this full 
Chriſt. Lou that are wandering upon the mountains 
of vanity, the goſpel call is to you, Come away from 
Lebanon, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe. You that have been 


ſinking in miry places; you that have been drinking at 


the world's well, that ſoon goes dry, lapeing at che 


world's puddle, the ſinful pleaſures thereof, gaping at 
the world's honours and perferments; you that have 


been feeding upon the huſks, you are called this day to 
come and taſte of theſe choice fruits, you that have been 
fucking blood from the world's breaſts, come now and 
drink of thoſe choice wines ; pray come, drop off like 
a waned child from the world's poiſoned breaſts, Diſeaſ- 
ed ſouls come to Chriſt, here is a fulneſs of healing 
grace, a fulneſs of medicinal grace for all your plagues, 
for all your fares, though they have run never 2 long; 


come home to the Phyſician at laſt, who has his hand 


full of cyres. 
Bankrupt ſinners come to Chriſt ; ; fingers drowned i in 
„ debt 


the children of this — they axe purſuing from moun- 
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debt to the law and to the juſtice of God, and has not t 
vrherewith to pay, come and imbrace a full Cautioner, a 0 
full, and a well qualified Surety, who will pay all your a 
debts, and that freely ; he requires nothing with you, if 
but that you would take all freely: and be emptied of b 


Jelf-and ſelf-righteauſneſs, and ſelf-ſufficiency; and come 0 

' and buy without meney aud without price; come to ſt 
Chriſt that he may give you the fit emptyneſs, come to 0 
him, that he may empty you af ſin and of a preſent | ar 
world; come ta him, that he may empty you of a le- fu 
Fal ſpirit, and do not ſay, We would come, if we had ye 
-* wherewith to come; do not ſay, How can ] take a full M th 
Chriſt, that is ſo full of guilt? If you ſtay away till "ma 
you be emptied of fin, you will never come to him; m 

that full Chriſt muſt empty your ſoul of fin, If you E 

were to get a full eſtate for the going to ſuch a place, - fa 
You would ſoon run, then there would be po abjetionz en 
made: You are called upon infinitely ſurer grounds to da 
accept of a full Chriſt, and therewith to take all, even of 
all he is, all he has, and all that he has done, for ſigners ; WW 
Then do you take Father, Son, and Haly Ghoſt ; then Ch 
do you take a full covenant; then da you take all the Mt 
bleiRngs of the covenant ; then will you be able to ſay ful 
of every branch of this fulneſs, This is mine. If you ing 
ſay you would come to Chriſt, but guilt lies in the way; anc 
well, here is 4 prieſt to expiate guilt ; accept of a full you 
Chrift, and you will gain a change of raiment; if you the 
fay you are under the pawer of corruption; why, here mai 
Þ a King to ſubdue and break all your luſts. Come pin 
then 5 and remember. you have had an invitation. P ray, tic] 
conſider what report ſhall be made of you this night | ior 
afterward, When you have fitten this call; Muſt not ©, 
the anſwer be, That after a full Chriſt was offered unto cho 


you, you refuſcd? Behold! hg is ſtanding at your 
door this day, ready to come in, and he will bring in 
all his fulneſs with him to you. He who ſtands at the 
door of the palace every day, knocking and demanding 
= entrance, is particularly ſtanding in this cottage at pte: 


3 | fant; he is ſtanding on this ſpot of ground this W 


liches and pleaſures of the world give you that ſatisfac- 
lon that I and my Son can give? 


d un 1 
the midſt of you; he is offering himſelf to every ſoul 
of you within the ſound of theſe words; he is uting 
arguments with you, and he is weeping over you-; and 
if you aſk him, Why weepeſt thou? his anſwer would 
be, Becauſe they would not accept of me, and receive 
of my fulneſs: he who ſtands to-day, will ere long 13 
ſtand no more, and knock no longer. If you this day = 
refuſe a full Chriſt, you refuſe a full cup of bleſſings; = 
and not only fa, but you will procure to yourſelves 2 
full cup of the Mediator's unmixt «vengeance, Which 
you ſhall drink through eternity, Come then and take 
the robe of his righteouſneſs, that you may not ſtand 
naked before God in the great day; conſider the call 5 
made, and the danger of refuſing it. 

Why, rewember- ere long all this affembly will 
ſtand in another place, and God will poſe the conſci- 
ence of every one f you, man, woman, in ſuch- a 
day yon were called ro take hold of the covenant, 03 
of a full Chriſt in the covenant, and vou refed? 
Was there not a treaty of peace ſet on foot between 
Chriſt and you, and ye refuſed to accept of the treaty ? 
Muſt not the confounded creature anſwer, Thar I re+ 
fuſed a fall Chriſt, Well the God of heaven is treat» 
ing with you this day, about the things of eternity, 
and where will you-hide your heads thar day ? O will 
you at laſt he wiſe, and canſider that he out-bids all o- 
ther merchants for your ſouls, as Saul in an infulting 
manner ſaid, Cax the _ of Felle give you fields and 
rineyards as I can dos So well may God ſay, Can the 


Now, may the Lord determine 'yau to make a wiſe 
choice, and ta his glorious name be penile. Amen. 
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SERMON IIL. 1 
fg BEING THE | | 
AFTERNOON's SERMON, 
By the Rev. Mr, THOMAS BOSTON. 
35 1 PETER ü. 25. | 
For ye were as ſheep going aſtray ; but are now returned | £ 
ne the ap hr and Bijhep of your foulr. p. 
5 - E have heard of the ſtraying ſtate of poor ſinners 5 
| out of Chriſt, and alſo of the recovery and X 
return of the poor ſtrays : there remains yet another 3 


part of our text, namely, How the returned ſtrays are 
Aaiiſpoſed of. The remains of the ſtraying humour that , 
is yet in the returned ſtrays (eſpecially contidering that 
they are yet in the wilderneſs of this world, in the 
midſt of ſo many dangers and ſnares) is ready to make EA 
their hearts faint, eſpecially when they conſider their PR. 
own liableneſs to miſmanagements, and the danpers that 

may come upon them thereby, but our text tells us zhey 


are returned to the Biſbep of their ſouls ; they are put u. 
under the care and inſpection of the great Shepherd, 1 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The ſame divine grace 
that returned the ſtrays, puts them under the care, - 7 
verſight, and inſpection of the great Shepherd of the 15 
ſheep. Thus they are ſafe under his hand for the fu- 115 
ture. = 4 | | EE 

| The doctrine I propoſe from this part of the words = 

- 8 this, : | i 
. Docr. That the returned ſtrayt are, by divine grace, $ 


put under the band, care and over/ight of the 
great Shepherd. — 
| Our 


1 
Our Lord jeſus Chriſt has the inſpection of them for 


the future, this is the way me are diſpoſed of upon 


their return. 
In ſpeaking to this doctrine, I ſhall endezyour brief- 


If to open up theſe three things, 


1. How they are put under the hand, care and over · 
ſight of the great Shepherd. 


I. Why they are put under his hand. 


III. Wherein he exerts his power over them that are 
put under his hand. 
IV. And laſtly, apply- 


1. As to the feſt, you may take theſe few things for 


explication. _ 
Firſt, Jeſus Chriſt is the Shepherd appointed by the 


Father; he is the good Shepherd of the ſheep by di- 


vine appointment; gauale, O fword, againſt my Shep- 


herd. Though in refpe& of the divine nature, he is 


the Father's equal and fellow, yet as Mediator, he 1s 
the Father's ſervant; %. xlii. 1. Behold my Servant 
om I uphold, mine Elect in whom my ſoul delighteth. 

He has inveſted him with the office of the Shepherd of 


the flock, that he may feed all them that are to be 
found on the high and Naur hill, through eternity, viz. 


the elect. 
Secondly, They are delivered over to his hand in the 


day of converſion ; Jahn xvii. 6. I have manifeſted thy 


name unto the men which then gave/i me out of the 
world: thine they were, and thou gaveſt them me. 
Here is two different givings in the text, Theſe thou 
gaveſi me, I have manifeſted thy name unto them: 


Thine they were, and. thou gaveſt them me, ſeems to 


have a refpeR to the delivering them over to him in 


time; for, from all eternity, were they delivered over 


to him in point of final poſſeſſion. 
Thirdly, Conlider the whole care is rolled over on 


the Shepherd; John v. 22. For the Father judgeth no 


man; but bath committed all judgment unto the Son. 
| | Eph, 
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Salvation, to bring many ſouls to glory. The chief tc 
care of the whole family lies upon him, as he is the i 

3 ſteward of the houſe ; therefore ſays the Apdſtle Peter, 

_ Cafting all your re upon him, who careth for you, 
Ih the time of life, free. grace comes in, brings home 
the ſtrays, and returns them back from their wandering, + 
and leaves them with the Shepherd; and in effect ſays, | 

| Now Shepherd, ſee you to them, from this time for- 

1 ward. 

Et Fourthly, This great and ood Shepherd | 1s anſwer- 

_* able for all the flock, fo that none of them may be loſt ; 

Et. John vi. 39. This is the Father's vill, that of all that 

EE: Se hath given me, I ſhould lofe nothing. but Should raiſe 

f it up again at the laf day. This then, is the nature 
of the charge, and therefore v find him making his 
account in John xvii. 12. Thoſe that thourhaſt given me 
F have kept, and none of them is loft. God the Father 
hath given *al$the returned {trays to Chrift, and faith 

to him, the account of the number muſt be made up, 
againſt that day in which I make up my jewels; As 
ger faid to Jacob, At thy hand foal ny be . 

; 10 ſaid the Father to Chriſt. | 


| Eph. i. 22. And hath put all things under his Feet, 1 | 

MW: hath given him to be head over all things to the church, ce 

1 He is not onl y conſtitute their Shepherd, but their Over«s iii 

x 48 ſeer; whereby the whole concerns of the flock are. Wl © 

6 7, rolled over upon him: on him it lies, as the Captain of 5 
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u. The ſecond thing, 2. Why are the nals 2 
ſtrays put under Chriſt's hand; Theſe few things will 18 
ſet this i in its due light. L 

F. ir/t, They are dear bought, and ſo muſt not be loſt; - 

The returned ſtrays were a great price, and a great pains 1 

ere they were brought back: Foz why? every returned | © 

1 ſtray is the price of blood, even the precious blood of 7 
Ty Chriſt. They are alfo the product of great pains; F 
c it colt his own Spirit a great deal of pains to bring | h 
is 
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3 them back, and if ey ſhould be loſt, ns would 
4 ? be loſt hs. 
' Secondh, 


* - 


„ 


a S$+condly, They are both weak and witleſs, and would 
urch, certainly loſs, it Jef: to their own management; 2 Cor. 
vers WW iii. 5. Not that aue are ſuffeient of ourſelves fo think 
3 an) thing as of ourſelves; but "out ſufficiency is of” 
in of God, The ſubtile Serpent would foon out wit them, i 
chief left to themſelves but for a moment. i 
s the Thirdly, The Mediator's hand is fire, 2nd they can- 
een; tot be loſt; None hall be able. to pluck them out of 
you, | V hand. We have heard of the fulne ſs of Chrilt the 
ome great Shepherd to-day, and of his fitneſs for that work; 
ring, i was upon his abſolute fitneſs for the work, that the 
lays, father made choice of him, and put the returned ſtrays 
fore W into his hand, . „ TOE 
wer- i _ fl. The third thing In the method was, To ſhew 
olt; W you wherein the great Shepherd exerts his care over the 
that | returned ſtrays, which are put under his care and over- 
aiſe fight. And we ſhall conſider this; 1/7, With reſpect to 
ture the flocks going in this lower world. And 240, Their 
his going on the high and holy bill above. 1 ; 
„ irſt, With reſpect to their going in this preſent 
her world, there are theſe few things. As, - 
aith 1/, He feeds them; Jſa. iv. tt. He [hall feed his 
up, fock like a ſhepberd. And there are two things to be 
As N conſidered here. As 1. lie gives them the green paſ- 
ur- tures to cat, he makes them lie down in the green paſ- 


tures, P/al, xxiii. And what is that food, but a God in 
Chriſt, and with bim all gaod things: It is to feed dn; 
and lie down in the green paſtures, that can never be eat- 


green, through all the periods of time and eternity. 
2. He gives them tlie ſtill waters to drink; and what 
is that but the water of the fountain of life, ſpok- 
en of, Rev, xxi. 6. I will give unto him That is as 
thine, to drink, , the fountain of the water of life 


s freety. It is even the enjoyment of a God in Chriſt, 
ng held forth in the goſpel promiſes: Waters that makes 
uld do noite to fright away the ſheep, as the voice of the 
| | law does, while it cries. Thus their ſouls are fed, but 
by, - F. does 


ten bare; the paſtures that never wither, but are ever 
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does the good ſhepherd take no care of the bodies of the 
returned ſtrays? Yes; he provides for them alſo; Ja. 
xxxiii. 16. He /ball dwell on high : his place of de- 
Fence ſhall be the munition sf rocks, breail ſhall be 
iven him, and his water ſhall be ſure. They ſhall be 
| 104 abundantly, and that in ſtraitened times, altho' the 
world ſhall not know how, and ſhould wonder how they 
are fed; P/al. xxxvii. 19. They ſhall not be aſhamed 
in the evil time : and in the days of famine they ſhall 
be'ſatisfied. A little to them that are within the inclo- 
ſure goes far, for there 1s a bleſſing in it ; while great- 
er things to them that are without, goes but a ſhort 
| ' way, becauſe of the curſe that is in it, which blaſts it 
to them. 1 | 
2aly, He leads them; he calls his ſheep by name, 
he calls them out of their ſtraying places, they that are 
{till ſtraying, in point of wildneſs, and will not be led. 
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guide, he will guide them all their life; P/al. xlviii. 
14. For this Cod is our Gd, -e will be cur. guide 
even unto death. He will guide them by his word, 
they ſhall hear a voice behind them, ſaying, This is the 


- evay walk ye in it. He will guide them by his provi- 


to and in conſiſtence with the word. On. 
2dly, He heels them; Ezck. xxxiv. 16, I will 
rengiben that which is fick. The returned ftrays, 
while in this world, may pine away with fickneſs ; they 
may be weakned and ſore wounded, both with tempta- 


heavy diſeaſes, following too much their own will and 
way, by their own unwatchfulneſs, and if there were 
no healing to them, they would pine away in their dif- 
eaſes ; but they are put under the hand of the good 
Shepherd; he is their orerſeer, and ſo their ſickneſs 
cannot prove a ſickneſs unto death; Fer. xxx. 175, — I 

| avall heal thee of thy aeunds, ſaith the Lord. And for 


mall 


The ſheep are ſtill in the wilderneſs, but he is their 


dence, he will chalk out the way to them, according 


tions and afflictions; they may be bruiſed with ſore and 


as low as the returned ſtrays may be brought, the time 


ary” : 
ſhall be when they ſhall ſing, as in Pſalm ciii. Bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, who healeth all thy diſeaſes. 

_ 4thly, He provides ſhelter for them againſt the ſtorm ; 


a reſting place for them in the heat of the day; Cant. i. 


7. Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, where thou feed- 
eſt, where thou makeſt thy flack ts reft at noon. Hows 
ever violent the ſtorm may be, the Shepherd will ſee to 
their repoſe ; In the world they ſhall have tribulation, 
but in the end they ſhall have peace : And many a time 
the people of God have kad it to ſay, That they never 
had greater calm of ſpirit, nor greater ſatisfaction of 
mind in the world, than in a time of perſecution and 


tribulation for the cauſe of Chriſt ; in the time of public 
calamity they ſhall have chambers of protection. But 


then, | i 

5thly, He reclaims them from their partial wander- 
ings : Sometimes even the returned ſtrays are driven 
away through the violence of a temptation ; there is a 
ſtraying diſpoſition that they are never perfectly cured 
of, ſo long as they are in this lower world, and herein 
they imitate the ſilly ſheep, when turned away they can- 
not turn themſelves again ; but the good ſhepherd will 
ſeek them, and bring them back again; Ezek. xxxiv. 
12. As a ſhepherd ſerketh out his flock in the day that 
he ir among his ſheep that are ſcattered ; {5 will I ſeek 
bt my ſheep, and will deliver them out of all places, 


. wherg they have been ſcattered in the cloudy and dart 
„ 


6thly, He keeps them, ſo that none of them ſhall 
periſh; 7ohn x. 28. And I give unto them eternal lifz, 
and they ſhall never pars 4 neither ſhall am pluck 
them gut of my hand. They are ſet beyond the reach 
of the condemning law ; Fer there is no condemnation 
to them that are in Chriſt feſus, for they are not under 
the law but under grace. Although indeed the Father's 
anger may ſmoke againſt the ſheep of his paſture, yer 
no arrows of the curſe fly within the incloſure where the 
returacd ſtrays are freding; Gal. iii. 13. Chrift hath ro- 
F 2 | deemed 


. 


L 


> "So - 
emed ut from the curſe of the law, being made a 


| viz. their going on the holy hill above. And, | 


, He brings them ſafely there, he carries them 
 Tafely through the dark ſhadows of death, Pal. xxiii. 
44. The good Shepherd will not leave the ſheep in the 
Fit of extremity, but he will perfect the return of the 
ſtrays; Ja. xxxv. 10. Aud the ranſomed of the Lord 


hall return and come ts Zion with ſongs, and ever- 
taſting joy upon their heads : they ſhall obtain joy and 
glad net, and forrow and fgbing ſhall flee away. 

2a, He feeds them; Rev. vii. 19. For the Lamb 
which is iu the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, and 


hall lead them unto ting fountains of waters. There 


they ſhall be completely happy; there is no dark nor 
cloudy day in Immanuel's land; there will be no marks 
of their ſtraying condition; there they have liberal paſ- 
tures, and none of them complain of want. 


I now cloſe with a word of application, And 55ſt 


to the ſouls that are yet ſtraying, for all that they have 


beard of the fulneſs of Chriſt, and will not come to 
him that they may have life. Sirs, what I would ſay 


to you, is, Bchold the happineſs of the returned ſtrays! 


Behold their happineſs, and follow after them, and come 
to Chriſt, Sirs, theſe things are not cunningly deyiſed 
fables, but the weighty truths of the gotpel, which we 
require you, and every one of yqu to believe upon the 


authority of divine revelazion. | 


J, 1s your rock like their rock? No, no; Deut. xxxii. 


31. Fortherr rock is not as aur rech, even our enemies 


themfelves being judges. What have they to lippen to, 
in compariſon of the Shepherd of Hel, which wehave 
to lay all our weight upon, both for time and for eter- 
nity 2? Sinner, if you will not leave off your ſtraying, 
ler me tell you, that whatever you truſt unto, it will 
be like the. broken reed of Egypt, to which TING 
| . 6 can, 
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[447-46 
lean, it will pierce his hand, and you will ſind: yoorſel 
in a friendleſs condition. But, 

24 ly, Behold their happineſs, and fav, Here they 
not made a good choice? Have they not now exchang- 
ed for the better ? Are they not now well away from 
under the power of Satan ? Are they not well away 
from among the Devil's ſtrays upon the mountains of 
yanity ? And are they not now well among Chriſt's 
flock, and feeding on the green paſtures ? Are they 
not well away from out of the Devil's common? And 
are they not well and fate now where they are within 


God's incloſure : : 


3dly, Behold their happineſs, and follow after them, 


for yet there is room; £ech. viii, 23: Thus faith the 


Lord of hoſts, In theſe d avs it ſhall came to paſs, that 
ten men ſhall take hold aut of all languages of the nati- 
ont, even ſhall take hold of the ſkirt of bim that is a 
Few, faying,. We will go with you ; ſor we have heard 
that Ged is with you, Sirs, the door of the ſheep-foid 
yet ſtands open, enter in quickly, leaſt ye fall a ſtray- 
ing and die in the pit, and be put beyond recovery. 

' Second{y, A word to the returned ſtray. Here 1s fir/# 


comfort, and ſecondly duty for you. 


Firſt, Here is comfort to the returned ſtrays in two 


caſes which reacheth you all, 
1/2, Here is one particular cauſe of comfort, P/al.. 


Kxilt, I. The Lord is your Shepherd, and you ſhall net 


avant ; however hard you may be put to at any time, 


yet you ſhall he ſupplied, Alas! the poor ſtrays can 


do nothing for themſelves, but your happineſs is, that 


the Shepherd can do all for you, and can make good 
your part againſt all that can annoy you, 
2dly, Here is comfort to you in the caſe of the 
church of God; ſhe will fend come what will; ſhe will 
wear out the Norah: Whatever worldly wiſdom or car- 
nal police is uſed to miſguide the church, yet the inſi- 
nite wiſdom and power of a Mediator is. employed to 
guide her aright : Though the united power and policy 


of Babylon and £429 ſhould wies to rare Fe alen $ 
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foundation,” yet they may well fright the flock, they 


| ſhall never be able to deſtroy them. 


Secondly, Here is duty for you, and 1 ſhall alfo give 
you it in theſe two things. 

1/, Truſt him for your through-bearing, truſt him 
for time and for eternity; truſt him for counſel and 


conduct; truſt him for ſtrength and wiſdom; truſt him 
tor all you want and need, for carrying you through. 


the wilderneſs of this world, and for landing you ſafely 


in glory's land, But alas! may ſome ſay, I fear I ne · 
ver carry fairly through. Why? this I would hearti- 


ly confeſs you might haye ſaid, if the returned ſtrays 
had been left to their own hand; but how can you ſay 


it, when you are put under the hand, care, overſight 
and inſpection of the great and good Shepherd; what - 
ever you are, look not to yourſelves, but look to him, 


truſt not to yourſelves, but to the grace that is in Chriſt 


Jeſus, our Lord; and carefully and conſtantly ply your 


work : truſt him for your bodies, and for whatever you. 
need to them. Ina word, come what will come, truſt 
him for your daily bread, for even that you muſt have 

from him. But perhaps you will be ſaying, Whar will 
become of us, if enemies prevail, and if they get the 


carved work of reformation thrown down, and if the 
wells of ſalvation be puddled and fouled ? Why, 4 
thouſand ſuch things may come in thy mind, but truſt 


thou in the Shepherd, if theſe tryals ſhould come, and 
let him ſee to his wn work, and to you both; for it 
concerns him: Lay yourſelves over upon him, and the 


weight of a glorious reformation upon him, en au 


ſhoulters the government is laid, and whoſe name is 


. the wonderful Counſeltcr, the mighty God; for it lies 


upon his honour, by virtue of his office. But take you 


te advice given you by the great Apoſtle of the Cen- 
files, Phil. av. 6. Be careful fer nothing © but in every 


thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving, 
let your requeſts be made known unto Cod. The return- 


ed ſtrays are Chriſt's ſheep, and come what will come 


he will fee to them. But then, 
— 2dly, 


2dly, Behave yourſelves as the ſheep of his paſture ; 


Pſal. c. 3. Know ye that the Lord he is God, it is be 
that hath made us, and not we ourſelves ; we are his 


people, and the ſheep of his paſture. Hear his voice, 


P/al. xcv. 7. Fe he is cur God, and we are the people 


of his paſture, and the ſheep of his hand ; to day if ye” 


will hear his voice. See that ye follow him; John 
x. 5. And a ſtranger they will not follow, but will flee 
from him : for they know not the voice of firangers. 
Ver. 27. My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me, Pretend not to guide yourſelves 
beware of being found among the Devil's ſtrays; re- 
turned ſtrays ſhould walk even as the Shepherd walked, 
1 Pet. ii. 21. For even hereunto are ye called: becauſe 
Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
aue ſhould follow his fleps : Be fearful, be fruitful, be 
humble, be harmleſs, be of a meck and quiet diſpoſi- 
tion; if ſo be that you have been ſhorn with the knife 
of affliction, and if the butcher's knife ſhould be your 


lot, as it hath been the lot of many of the people of 


God, in both this and other of the churches of Chriſt ; 
and who knows but it may be the lot of ſome of us here, 
before we land in Immanuel's land, where glory dwells ; 
even bid it welcome for the ſake of the good Shepherd, 

And the Lord that returned the ſtrays, when they 


were as loſt ſheep going aſtray, and laid upon the Shep- 


herd the iniquities of them all, even keep them while 
they are here in this wilderneſs, and carry them ſafely 
to Immanuel's land, and bleſs what hath been ſaid, 


and to his glorious name be praiſe, Amen. 


FN 8 


N | — s Pp ER g F 8 28 on 
18 . 5 N 3 „ ä 1 e IRE 7 Sos os SLCHI Cy) ö 


PR * bY fe 


Oh 3 LA 


v 
1 * 
ow 1 * 
7 
wal 
5 : 1 
* , n n 
* 1 . | 
T* + o . 
£ 1 + I 
EN * 
s X 2 
of * * 
Ly 7 
5 


* anon S 5 

1 of, 8 _ Aeon wb 9 * 5 * 3 = 3 0 

n.. — + 9 2 1 — doe n v — — e ee —— 

nn e er ee ee — — — as en 
* OO _- 3 


Fx] 7 8 
* F 1 — % >. 
Le as . 8 
115 4 


